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Power Wamen

Do Big Shoulders Make the Woman?

By DAVID COLMAN
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was [ potng to wear?
1 wore A dress and o scarf.”
And the dress?
“ir's parple.”

Dressing Has Its Rules

Although their workd views could
ool be more different, Ellen Fein
sounds just aobit like M. Robintan
when discussing her clothes credo

“You have o iry o ketp up and
read [ashion magazines, buy femi-
mine chihes,” Ms. Fein said “Bat
remermber, doa't be oo wmuch of a
Tushion stmement.”

Ms. Fein |5 co-sathor, with Sherrie
Schneider, of "Rules [1"" which was
pablished by Warner. Books  last
week ag the companion valume o
““Thie Rules: Tume-Tested Secrets for
Capturing the Heart of Mr. Right.” Tt
inclydes new pearts of wisdom far
successiul women, like “There is
nothing wrong with a movle star
daling or marrying her personal
traiper, bodvgpard, gardéner — a3
long as bie purssed ber™ amd “Don't
tell the media abowt your howe e

A power sult, In her opinion, is a
“contradiction in ferms," since, $he
said, power is conveyed by actions,
oot clothes. On book tours and televi-
sipn shows and in meetings with &di-
twors and agents, she strives tn ook
feminine and professional but not
brash, in the spirit of “"The Rules,”
which encourages women io take a
Machigvellion appreach to getting
whal they want

And o at her favorie store, Bar-
neys New York, she immediately
mixed & pinstripe pamts suit from
Richard Tyler as o0 mannish, de-
spize the loan lipes. “When you're
irying o book o0 much like a man,
it's obrvious,” dhe sald, *“The point 1=
fod well made”

Bt she added: * You don’l want tn
look sheazy. You wanl (o look re-
fined.”" The recent trend of letling
ome’s bra straps show was “the
wnrst.”

A closely tallored navy skirt-suil
from Ralph Lauren fitred her philos-
optiy perfectly, although the skir
would have to be shortensd for the
new mind-porwir look that Mz, Fein
does favor — better, she sald, o show
her legs.

On o Guecl, where Ms. Faln naved
thar the fall’s signature, a similarly
cui gray sult in wool with sharp
shewilbers, was sexier than the Ralph
Lauren bul unpralessional by dint of

a fromt slit in the skirt slicing up
roward impropriccy. “The skits a lit-
tle much,” she said. “"You woukd not
over want o wear this to work.™ (A
pain-from siin was also available)
“There's nothing mascaline aboat
this — especially with the slit,” she
added. She refused even o try on @
pair of pants, saying. "1 feel 1 would
b misrepresenting what ‘The Rules'
s all* aboat.™*

Finding Freedom in Pants

For her part, the artist Laurie
Simmons declines even to oy 0 4
skire 1 really only wear suits with
panis,” she said 1-gon't want io
dress like & lady. I'm an arist, s 1
don't’ have o wear sults: Nobody
cares what [ wear." Still, she cares

An avid wearer of trousess, Ms.
Simmons was glad that at- MisccEa
Prada’s flagship store an the Upper
Eagl Side, the {all collection was
practically an ode to the mannishly
tailored pants suit. :

“When [ was Tiftle, §used o feel
sorry for men that they had fo wear
ihe same thing all the time,"™ said Ms.
Simmons, whose phofcgTaphs tinker
with clichés of fashicmable feminine
imagery, “Bat mw [ feel ke thay
hawe a great fresdom. ©love to bay 2
suit and wear it every day. As a
worman, it's exactly the Tight level —
mal too dressed up or dressed down,”

me - of Prada’s undersiated,
man's-cul gray  suits was  ideal
“Snme wonen are wary of the idea
that you have o dress [ke a man 1o
be taken seriously,” she Said. "1 just
think that it"s a great idea that mhes
happensd to have had firss"" Hor own
personal style poal: “I've always
wanted to look like George Chakiris
in ‘Wes1 Side Story.” Plain, dark swit,
culored shirt.”

At Barneys, a light-colored il
rubbed ber wrong, the same way 4
skirt does. 1t makes it look oo
conservative, 1o lndyish, o grown-
up,” she said, pausing at a mirror io
admire hersell in"a Mack soil by
Romeo Giglh. **F have & bad associa-
riom with beige

Corridors of Power

In Ann Swock's workl, old-fash-
janed terms like “cockrail suit”™ dre
not out of date, “Believe me, 1 know
akl about cocktail sukts,” she siid
with @ laugh. Last month, on ber last
week on the job as the While House
socinl secretary, she ook the after-
noon off to get ready for hen new post
&5 & vioe president ar the Johm F,
Kennedy Center for the Performing
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The Big-Shoulder Question

Ams. For ber, readiness has one
Tooke: the strong shoulders and fai-
lored waist that stull bespeak power
In Washington. p

Wearing a ack Chanel skirl-suit,
Ms. Stock cased the boutiques of
Zaks Filth Avepue and Bergdor!
Goodman with the cool of a bank
robber; not thi kind of woman who
expicts the door held for ber. 1 have
w change &0 often into black-te
clothes at work that in & month all
my work clothes are at the oftice,”
she sajd wry.

s, Stock was casily able Lo 500t
everything she saw im0 one of threse
piles: yes (meaning she could wear
it in Washington), maybe (meaning
she could wear it in Mashattan; e.g.,
leather) and mo. At Bergdord, where
she put herself in the hands of Bey
Halbreich, Bergdori™s head of per-
sonal shopping, Ma. Stock found her-
sedl covetimg @ fairly l=shion-farwarnd
flem: & dressy, biack-skirted swit
with hig shoalders and oatsize pock-
&ts by Thierry Mugler.

“Mow this is o cocktail sail,”” s
sabd. Bt i did nol meel BEr mOSC
[pressing criterson: “that i be able o
2o from 6:30 AM ull midnight, with
just & champe of accessories ancd
makeup.”

Saill, her affimity for the Muogler
cockiall sult was indicative of what
she and many wamen want from a
suit: 1o be ai once feminine and
teminds

O all the suits Ms. Swck =aw, the
most unlikely contender o gl Zny-
where near her pockeibook was by
John Galiano. [n neat gray oo,
wilh yellow and maroon ppisg on the
jacket and a multipleated skin be-
neath, the sult “looks ke something
for & schogigirl” she said confus-
edly, as though sha had stumbled inbo
Ih s I .

As M=z, Halbreich confided in a
stape whisper, "“It's very difficult o
wear, and i lsn't selling.”

Talloring a Statement

For Anne Hollander, who chrooi-
eled fhe suit's evolution in the 1994
Tashion hiswoey “*Sex and Suits,” the
suit s “the clothing of democracy™
for men and women alike, arriving
as it did around the time of the
American and French, Revolutions
As such, she said, she the
motkon that the suit follows a0 Adam-
Ihen-Eve model.

As for power, Sha said, the tallorod
suit "“has Been the leminist stace-
ment for the last 150 yesrs, as a way
for @ woman 1o ook sersmes and

Eartans Aljer for The haw Yark TISeS
Ann Hollander admires the tailor-
ing of a bouck suit from . Crew.

dignified and sel-possessed.”

O this day, she was leoking for a
sharp biack suit for & forthcoming
lecture tour, She foand I at Yobji
Tamamoo in SeHo, Form-ling yet
with & remarkable case of move-
ment, i measured up to what she
sabd i& her gtandard jor good tailor-
T - theat it It you kike the skin of 4
cougar.” Anpther suit, made of bou-
ché woal at J. Crow, was also a
winner.

While exaling the pew fofus on
1ailoring, Ms. Hollander finds It in-
teresting that it is lending a mascu-
line credibility to {ashion — ofien
dismissed as female [off, especially
the elaborate creathons of haute coa-
wre. “Talloring." she said, "is
known 1o be @ very serious crafl,
with absolote homor. Mo Trivalicy
Lhare"™

Few lashion investments pay off
as well a5 & taflored sait, she added.
“H you own one well-tajlored black
suit, you're in business. 1 you vwm 25,
each different to some degres in
style or {abric, even better. We're in
a period in fashion pow when the
trend §5 mot toward the distnctive.
Suits are here forever. But If you
want i interedting dress Tight-now,
wour'Te ouf of luck.” 3

But the highest rule of tashion, ke
that of luck, 8 change. Spring may
not be in the alr, but ivis now on the
march — down the catwalk, that 5



